
The 28 MW Soutpan Solar Power project, in the Limpopo Province is helping South 
Africa to meet the growing demand for electricity.

This solar power plant is one of the first facilities to arise from the South African 
Government’s Renewable Energy Independent Power Producer Procurement 
Programme (REIPPPP), producing clean energy, to benefit the country’s power sector, 
economy and its people.

Located 72km west of Louis Trichardt on the Zuurbult Farm in Vivo, the project covers 180 
hectares of Blouberg District Municipality owned land. The solar power project generates 
approximately 61 000 megawatt hours per year, supplying enough clean, renewable 
electrical energy to power more than 13 000 average South African homes.

Soutpan Solar Power generates electricity using 108 000 solar (PV) panels, which feed the 
22 kilo Volt (kV) Eskom distribution system. The project has a 20-year Power Purchase 
Agreement with Eskom as well as an Implementation Agreement with the Government of 
South Africa.

BENEFITING THE ENVIRONMENT
& Creating a Cleaner, Brighter Future

PROJECT OVERVIEW

10 percent of Soutpan Solar 
Power is owned by a community 
trust called Kurisani Community  
Trust. This ownership level is 
significantly higher than the 
government’s minimum 
threshold of 2.5% local 
ownership.

COMMUNITY TRUST

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMMES
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1.5 percent of the allocated budget is partly focused 
on educational support, in the following areas:

Matric teaching aids – focussed on 
improving Maths, Science and English results

A carpentry graduate programme

A sanitary towel distribution programme at 
local schools
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Soutpan Solar Power spends a percentage of revenues on socio economic and 
enterprise development programmes. Enterprise development includes 
initiatives to assist and accelerate the sustainability of local enterprises. 
Socio-economic development initiatives promote access to the economy for 
all people. These programmes will continue for the 20-year lifespan of the 
project and focus on local communities in the areas of Ga-Mochemi Village, 
Germark Village, Ga-Maphoto Village, Senwabarwana, Indermark, Avon, 
Gamachaba, Mohodi, Vienna Village and Driekoppies.



WHAT THE PROJECT MEANS FOR SOUTH AFRICA

PROJECT INVESTORS

GLOBELEQ IS A LEADING 
INDEPENDENT POWER PRODUCER 
OPERATING AND DEVELOPING 
POWER PROJECTS IN AFRICA

Globeleq is an experienced developer, owner and operator of 
independent power projects in Africa. Since the company was 
founded in 2002, it has participated in over 7,800 GW of generation 
capacity and invested US$1bn of equity across 37 power projects in 24 
countries. Globeleq currently owns, operates and invests in 1,237 MW of 
electricity generation in Africa, with another 2,000 MW in development.

Globeleq is a power industry leader and is committed to providing safe, 
reliable and cost effective power to the grid, significantly contributing 
to the social and economic growth in the region.

Other project investors include:

    Izingwe International Fund
    Kurisani Community Trust

Operating Partner | Operations Management Company

    Globeleq

The levels of solar radiation in South Africa, including the Limpopo province, are amongst the best in the world!

Solar energy is one of the most promising renewable energy sources in the world, it is plentiful and renewable, so it won’t deplete natural 
resources or damage the environment. As solar energy does not consume water during the generation process, it also helps preserve 
scarce water resources.

The project conducted a comprehensive Environmental Impact Assessment, which included public consultation and received full 
Environmental Authorisation from the Department of Environmental Affairs.

•  Annual CO2 emissions avoided  |  17 080 Tonnes
•  Lifetime CO2 emissions avoided  |  341 600 Tonnes 
•  Water savings  |  56 000 000 Litres per year
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